
Frequently Asked Questions 
The Art and Science of Arachnids 

 
1. Are any of the arachnids dangerous?  

Answer: We need to define dangerous. If you mean “deadly”, then no. Deadly arachnids are 
termed “medically significant”. There are no medically significant arachnids in the exhibit for 
normal, healthy, adult people. However, many of them are fast. If you are bitten (or stung by one 
of the scorpions) it will hurt – a lot.  
 

2. How do we prevent the arachnids from escaping?  
Answer: The arachnids are housed in a cube. The cube has a ceiling and uses your gallery floor. The 
cube locks. So even if the arachnid escapes from its enclosure, it will be contained within the cube. 
Speaking of the enclosures; all enclosures are 5, 10, or 20 gallon aquariums. They have screen lids, 
which are screwed down to lock them in place. Access to the enclosure is through a small port and 
allows for cleaning, feeding, and watering. So the arachnids are pretty secure. 
 

3. What do they eat?  
Answer: The arachnids eat live crickets, that you can order through various providers on line. You 
could feed other items such as dubia roaches, various larva or worms, or small vertebrate animals. 
We don’t like the idea of uneaten roaches (even though these are the most healthy option for the 
arachnids) running around the enclosures; guests may think they are not being kept clean. The 
larva and worms are sometimes uneaten and set up “house” in the enclosures. We personally don’t 
like the idea of feeding small vertebrate animals to the arachnids, so we don’t recommend it. Also 
your guests may not like seeing frogs, lizards, mice, etc eaten by large arachnids. They will eat 
between 1 and 6 crickets a week, depending on the size and type of arachnid. 
 

4. Can we handle the arachnids?  
Answer: We treat arachnids as fish and do not recommend “free” handling. The dangers to the 
arachnid if they are dropped are life-threatening. Dangers to the handler if bitten outweigh the 
positives for free handling arachnids. However, we can supply you with a set of arachnids to use for 
presentations and show you how to transfer them into clear, plexiglass containers that allow for 
close up viewing and meet and greets. 
 

5. What is the “art” part of the Art & Science of Arachnids?  
Answer: We have purposefully included art in the exhibit. All Build 4 Impact exhibits focus on 
animal-human cultural connections and art is a huge part of culture. The art in the exhibit includes 
formal art such as the gallery of images by artist and photographer Julian Kamzol. Informal art 
includes arts and crafts made by guests, weaving, and dancing. Other art includes an entire cube 
dedicated to Arachnids in the Arts, which highlights Arachnids in Film, Literature, and Music.  
 

6. Is the exhibit or are the arachnids scary?  
Answer: No. The exhibit was purposefully designed with warm, inviting colors and without 
references to spooky, dark, Halloweeny images or themes. In fact, people could go through the 
exhibit and avoid seeing a live arachnid if they chose too. 
 

7. What is the “science” part of the Art & Science of Arachnids?  
Answer: Science is presented throughout the exhibit. The live specimens and the species 
identification cards highlight biology and natural history. There is an entire cube dedicated to the 



Science of Arachnids. Arachnids in medicine, medically significant spiders of North America (no live 
specimens), and types of arachnids are highlighted in this cube. Arachnid Conservation, Science of 
Silk, Adaptations of Fangs, Stingers, and Claws, Molting are all featured. In addition robotic 
predator prey simulations are available and an entire Spider Laboratory with 2 experiments are 
included. 

 
8. How many spiders are in the exhibit? 

Answer: There are 100 live arachnids in the exhibit. Some are spiders, some are scorpions, some 
are other types of arachnids. 

 
9. What are animals other than spiders and scorpions are arachnids?  

Answer: Mites, ticks, harvestmen, pseudoscorpions, whiptail scorpions, tailless whip scorpions, 
solfugids 

 
10. What type of spider is Arachne, the weave-a-web spider? 

Answer: She is modeled after an orb weaver spider. 
 

11. What should one expect to see in the exhibit? 
Answer: The Art and Science of Arachnids is a bug exhibit about PEOPLE. The exhibit has 3 live 
arachnid display cubes holding 100 live arachnids. This is the largest exhibit of live arachnids in 
North America. Each display cube has a theme, the themes are: Arachnids in Science, Arachnids in 
the Arts, and Arachnids in Culture. In addition, there are over 15 interactive activities for all age 
levels as well as a formal photography exhibition from a world-renown German artist. You should 
not expect to be scared, freaked out, or see dark barn cobwebs or Halloween-type images.  
 

12. Q: What arachnids might people be excited to meet? 
Answer: The majority of the arachnids in the exhibit are tarantulas. Most “true” spiders are small 
and would not make good display animals. In addition to the tarantulas, there are scorpions, 
vinegaroons, and tailless whip scorpions.  
 
Some very rare specimens, not on exhibit anywhere else in the United States are on exhibit. These 
include endangered species and threatened species of arachnids. Look for the largest spider in the 
world, the Goliath Bird Eating Tarantula, alien-looking whip scorpions, the endangered Tiger 
Tarantula and Mexican Red-Knee Tarantula, also be certain to see the beautiful Red Rump, 
Peacock, and Sun Tiger tarantulas. 
 

 
 

 


